Research notes by Carla Welsh (nee Seitz) about some Underground Railroad stops in Springfield, 
Delaware County, Pennsylvania: 


Clarissa Smith, of Marple Newtown Historical Society wrote that the James Lewis Tannery has 
disappeared but his home is still standing, as of 4 APR 1961, now a part of Rest Haven Convalescent 
Home on North Malin Road, Broomall, PA. The cellar of the oldest portion of the building has 
passageways. James Lewis and friend, James Dannaker, lived together. As a tanner, James would go farm 
to farm, and to slaughterhouses, to buy animal hides, and then transport the hides to Philadelphia. The 
enslaved would hide under the hides. James Dannaker made this trip twice per week. 
https://0-access-newspaperarchive-com.charlotte.delco.lib.pa.us/us/pennsylvania/chester/delaware-county 
-daily-times/1961/04-04/page-6/ 


Historian Charles Blockley: 


https://O-access-newspaperarchive-com.charlotte.delco.lib.pa.us/us/pennsylvania/chester/delaware-county 
-daily-times/1986/02-20/page-28/ 


Springfield 

1. 421 North State Road (The Maris House). Per Julia Armor, who lived there from 1928-1946, 
access to the hidden room under the front porch was through a fireplace in the basement. The 
inside of the fireplace was removable. 

2. 469 Ridge Lane Road (Richard Maris House aka Richard’s “Older House” aka The Thomas 
Bruder House). The Maris family owned it from 1703-1787. The Worrall family owned it 
1787-1863. 

3. Springfield Friends Meeting House, 1001 Old Sproul Road. Has a trap door in floor. Supposedly 
a tunnel led from the trap door to under the street, to the other side of the street. 

4. 948 Lincoln Avenue, Springfield 


Swarthmore/Springfield border 

1. Anold home with a Walnut Lane address, located along the border of Springfield/Swarthmore, 
several feet back from Baltimore Pike, across from where Macy’s is at Springfield Mall. It is 
mentioned in the historic form for The Ogden House on 530 Cedar Lane. Log Cabin was about 
150 yards west of Walnut Lane. It had a secret room hidden behind the chimney with access 
through a cupboard. The slides and drawings are supposedly now lost. Home was sold to a 
commercial builder circa 1991, taken apart, and relocated out of state, but no one knows where. It 
may have been added as an addition to a client in Virginia, but no one knows for sure. 


https://gid.penndot.gov/CRGISAttachments/SiteResource/H000707_01H.pdf 


William Still’s “The Underground Railroad” has a transcribed letter in it, page 39, written by Thomas 
Garrett to William Still. Thomas wrote that enslaved people from Norfolk and Delaware were coming into 
DelCo through Marcus Hook. Letter dated 23 MAR 1856. LINK: 


https://archive.org/details/DKC0088/page/n45/mode/2up?g=marcusthook 


Arlington Cemetery, on State Road, and other stops existed on State Road headed towards Philadelphia, 
so I believe that the enslaved people who came in through Marcus Hook that ended up in Springfield, 
were headed towards Philadelphia, possibly to either blend in the free society, or continue northward on 
their freedom journey, once in Philadelphia. I do not believe they would have taken the other route to 
West Chester and then Canada, if they were already in Springfield. 


